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Published by the American Geophysical
Union as part of the Geophysical
Monograph Series, Volume 18.I am
advised that a preface, though not
necessary, would at least be conventional.
Since this provides the one opportunity for
conventionality that the volume as a whole
opens up, it would be churlish of me to
decline. A preface normally includes, I am
told, an indication of both the reason that
underlies the volumes very existence and
the individuals to whom the volume is
directed. But part of the reason for the
volumes existence lies, strange though it
may seem, in communicating the reason
for the volumes existence. Since prefaces
generally go unread, I would be remiss if I
attempted that communication here.
Instead, I have left the attempt to the
Introduction and Key, which I believe has a
better chance of being read. Let us be
willing to settle, for the moment, on the
truly fundamental fact that the volume was
prepared because I was prepared to prepare
it and a publisher was prepared to publish
it. As to the intended readers; they too,
must wait for their identification in the
Introduction and Key, unless they are
willing to settle at this point on an
identification as those who might be ready
to read what I was prepared to prepare.
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